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HSC FEATURED IN A MUNICIPAL ART SOCIETY 
EXHIBITION OPENING AT THE URBAN CENTER

exhibit celebrates eight years of hsc’s and 
lss’ work in the community
An exhibit charting the work of Hester Street Collaborative from its inception eight 
years ago to today and beyond, looking at the projects planned for the future, opened 
Wednesday 22 February 2006 at the Urban Center at 457 Madison Avenue.  The exhibit 
will be up in the Urban Center’s main gallery through April 18.  

The exhibit, designed collaboratively with Leroy Street Studio (LSS), was conceived 
and executed in conjunction with the Citizen Design Interns, and employs the design-
build processes HSC has developed, working with recycled and sustainable materials 
and an inclusive design approach.  
publication
In conjunction with the exhibit, HSC and LSS have published a series of interactive 
cards designed to encourage awareness of and engagement with the physical 
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Above: exhibition installation; below: HSC interactive cards
surroundings. The cards’ content refl ects the philosophy and processes developed by Hester Street 
Collaborative in their work in the community.  
hsc-run events:
Additionally, HSC has organized two events in conjunction with a current Ground Up program geared 
toward designing and building a new garden with the students and neighboring community at PS 134 on East 
Broadway and Grand Street on the Lower East Side.  The fi rst event, developed in partnership with the Project 
for Public Spaces will take place on March 13th at PS 134-- it will be a visioning session for local stakeholders, 
which will attempt to create a forum for all parties to brainstorm possibilities for the new Garden at PS 134
The second event, to be held at the Urban Center on March 23rd 2006, will be a design charrette run by HSC 
with garden design consultant, Pete Moss, from the Audubon Society; Landscape architect, Rachel Gleeson 
from Michael Van Valkenberg, Associates; Thor Snilsberg from Project for Public Spaces; and with graphic 
design assistance from Metropolis magazine. The design charrette will be an opportunity for local stakeholders 
(students, teachers and community members) to collaborate with experts to redesign their garden space.

HSC TO COORDINATE STUDENT DESIGN/ BUILD PARTICIPATION ON ROBIN 
HOOD FOUNDATION’S L!BRARY INITIATIVE

hsc sought out for its expertise integrating the community into the design
process.
The Robin Hood Foundation has approached HSC to develop and coordinate collaborative student-teacher 
workshops for their prestigious L!brary Initiative, currently in the design and planning stages of a cohort of twenty 
six new libraries.  Leroy Street Studio is one of six architecture fi rms currently working on the design of these 
libraries.   HSC is working with the Robin Hood organization, with school administrators and teachers, with the 
selected architects, with the program’s graphic designers, Pentagram, and visiting artists-- to generate design
education tools, lesson plans, teacher training strategies, and long-
term programming.   HSC has developed workshops designed 
to engage students and teachers in the creation of graphics and 
architectural elements for their library.   By engaging students and 
teachers in the fi nal design of their school library, HSC and Robin 
Hood seek to build personal investment in the well-being and future 
use of those spaces.  For HSC this presents a unique opportunity to 
refi ne and develop their collaborative design/build strategies, working 
with a range of designers and students in varying contexts on a similar 
design problem.  Students create an alphabet for their library 

walls
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DONATE TO HSC
-Support design collaboration 
between local resident and students.
- Give children and young adults 
hands-on design experience. 
- Encourage civic engagement 
through design-build education. 
Contributions can be mailed to: 
Hester Street Collaborative, Inc., 
or received over the phone.  
See contact info below.
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HSC would like to thank its Supporters and Volunteers:
Supporters: Citizens for NYC, Friends of P.S. 134 (Daniel and Jane Och, Sharon and Scott Prince, Jody and Dean Leavitt, Joanne and Duane Fiedler, Bonnie and Peter Gatof), 
Noam and Geraldine Gottesman, Joseph & Sheila Gutman Family Foundation, Leroy Street Studio Architecture, Lisa Perry, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, The North Star 
Fund, Roy J. Zuckerberg Family Foundation   
Volunteers: Matt Bauder, Rob Berry, Cristina Chang, Esy Casey, Eric Fennell, Julie Fisher, Melinda Grey, Mary Halvorson, Morgan Hare, Arom Jeon, Andrew Magnes, Edward 
Ozimek, Pauline Shu, Carl Smith, Lesli Stinger, Marc Turkel, Murat Uyanmis, Thomas Warnke, Shawn Watts
Interns:  Jesenia Bradley, Jenny Chen, William Chung, Kate Dries, Yanely Espinal, Dominick Freeman, Toni McDonald, Yomaris Milan, Robert Silva, Susan Zhang

SIGN and PATH has been made possible, in part, by the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council with the generous support of the September 11th fund
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UNRAP COALITION (UNITED RESIDENTS TO REVITALIZE ALLEN & PIKE)
   REBUILD CHINATOWN INITIATIVE / ASIAN AMERICANS FOR EQUALITY
   COMMUNITY BOARD #3
   THE LOWER EAST SIDE BID
   THE LOWER EAST SIDE TENEMENT NUSEUM
   TWO BRIDGES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

CITY LORE/PLACE MATTERS
THE CENTER FOR PUERTO RICAN STUDIES
LEROY STREET STUDIO
MKSYIU STUDIO
M.S. 131
MUSEUM OF THE CHINESE IN THE AMERICA'S

THIS PROJECT IS SUPPORTED BY NYSCA
(THE NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS)

People

Enter Your Nominee Here 

Places

Enter Your Nominee Here

Please enter a brief (3 -4 sentance) explanation of your nominee's public significance here.
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ABC No Rio

Allen Street 

Angel Orensanz Foundation Center for the Arts

Asian Americans for Equality

Banca Stabile

Bialystocker Synagoge

Bowery Savings Bank

Chatham Square/Kim Lau Memorial Arch

Chinatown YMCA 

Chinese-American Planning Council 

Church of St. Patrick

Clemente Soto Velez Center 

(scroll down)

Casper Baader 

Adolfo Baldizzi 

Mother Cabrini

Joseph Cohen

Mary Cregar 

Emma C. Dixon

Chino Garcia

Theresa Gee

Emma Goldman

Samuel Gompers

Freddy Hernandez

Sam Ing

(scroll down )
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* NOMINATE ** NOMINATE *

Students from M.S. 131 are seeking your nominations for an 
"Avenue of the Immigrants" installation!

We are seeking nominations of people and places significant to the immigrant communities 
of the Lower East Side over the last 200 years.

"The Avenue of the Immigrants" installation, is a series of "place" signs and "name" paths to be 
located on the Allen Street mall between Hester and Grand Streets, and will be on display 
from Spring 2006 - Spring 2007.

This project, in honor of the co-naming of Allen Street to the " Avenue of the Immigrants", will 
celebrate a broad range of immigrants, artists, activists, and even buildings that have 
contributed to the rich cultural history and diversity of these communities.  

This site-specific installation has developed through an intergenerational collaboration 
between local residents, cultural organizations, and public school students at M.S.131. This 
project is designed to strengthen the community led effort to reclaim and revitalize the 
Allen and Pike Street corridors.

Inquiries about the Avenue of the Immigrants project should be directed to: anne@hesterstreet.org

Nominations will be 
accepted up until 
    February 28th.

Students from M.S. 131 sketching on a walking tour of the Lower East Side

project partners
* NOMINATE * a place or a person to 

be honored on the 
Avenue of the  Immigrants 

WHO
is the 
Avenue 
of the 
Immigrants? 

YOU DECIDE!

WHERE
is the 
Avenue 
of the 
Immigrants?

Avenue of the Immigrants
HSC INVITES AVENUE 
OF THE IMMIGRANT 
NEIGHBORS TO NOMINATE 
LOCAL HONOREES

HSC is seeking nomination’s for people and places 
to be included in the Avenue of the Immigrants 
installation .  To make a nomination, please visit our 
web balloting site: www.leroystreetstudio.com/HSC

HSC RECEIVES FUNDING FOR ITS AVENUE OF THE IMMIGRANTS PROJECT 
THROUGH LMCC’s GRANTS FOR ART IN PUBLIC SPACES

HSC has received a Lower Manhattan Cultural Council grant through its 2005 Art in Public 
Spaces program in support of its SIGN AND PATH project.  The “SIGN and PATH” project 
celebrates the cultural diversity of the local communities that the Avenue connects.  Students 
participating in HSC’s Ground Up program at M.S. 131 are designing and fabricating signage 
elements for the the Allen street medians between Grand and Broome in conjunction with
local community groups.  The goal is to spearhead the community-led improvement of the medians 
through United Neighborhoods to Revitalize Allen and Pike Streets (UNRAP).

The LMCC Grant award letter announced, “Grants for Art in Public Spaces are designed to enable the 
creation and presentation of art in the myriad public spaces of Lower Manhattan.  The program supports 
projects by individual artists and arts organizations citywide to realize projects in the area south of 
Canal Street or in Chinatown.  The program is made possible through the generous support of the 
September 11th Fund.”

METROPOLIS MAGAZINE ONLINE FEATURES HSC’S RECENT ACTIVITIES

metropolis’ urban journal spotlights hsc as a neighborhood organization, 
“Laying the foundation for more sensitivity within a community’s public 
spaces.” 
Alec Applebaum’s January 31, 2006 piece in Metropolis Magazine’s online publication (see http://
www.metropolismag.com/cda/story.php?artid=1778) profi les Hester Street Collaborative’s recent work through 
its Citizen Design Internship Program, describing the “Step on your Neighborhood” pavers and  “Bad Design 
darts,”  conceived by the Interns as a means of engaging the community in a debate and reaction to their physical 
environment;  and the interns work developing hand-made lanterns as a means to critique and respond to their local 
context .   

The article goes on to summarize HSC’s approach and success in achieving its goals:  “…the interns and staff 
never seem to tire of listening. And the collaborative’s ability to excite and dispatch students suggest that 
Chinatown may soon redesign itself on democratic cues.”

Student “symbol-writing” produced in HSC 
workshops for the Robin Hood Library 
Initiative

Lantern by HSC intern Toni 
McDonald

City of New York
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Michael Bloomberg, Mayor
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HSC AND SDR PARK COALITION BAND TOGETHER WITH THE COMMUNITY TO 
DEVELOP HESTER STREET PLAYGROUND DESIGN

HSC is currently working with fellow SDR Park Coalition members & Partnerships for Parks on developing a design process to integrate local 
community members in the redesign and reconstruction of the Hester Street Playground at SDR Park.

Sara D. Roosevelt (SDR) Coalition: BRC Senior Center, Chinatown YMCA, Chinese-American Planning Council (CPC), Hester Street 
Collaborative, M’Finda Kalunga Garden, Partnerships For Parks


